PANCH MAHA'LS.                         Ill
bordering on tlie Klieda Collectorate, and Dohad in the east, separated from the former by the small State of Baria. Under Kaloi is the petty division of Halol, and under Dohad is that of Jlialod. "When the district was handed over by Sindia it was in disorder. For many years it had been in the hands of revenue contractors, who managed the district as they chose. They realised their revenue demands from the heads of villages, from chiefs who held estates of several villages, or from petty contractors who farmed the revenue of groups of villages. As the chiefs seldom paid willingly, they had to provide sureties, to whom they paid heavy interest. Their rentals were fixed by a guess at their probable revenue. "Where the head-men of villages were dealt with, they were made responsible for an amount fixed on it rough calculation of what the villages had paid and were supposed to be able to pay. Sub-contractors for the revenues of villages generally held leases for five years with annually-increasing rentals. In some cases, where the Revenue was levied by Government officers directly from the ryots, it was levied either by a plough-tax, division-of-produce, or a rate per biyha9 varying according to the caste and condition of the cultivator, and the description of crop raised. Under British management the position of the petty chiefs (Thakors and Talukdars) has, with a few exceptions, been left unchanged, and the rentals they paid on the introduction of British rule have been continued. No interference is exercised between them and their tenants, from whom rents are levied in the variety of methods known to Native usage. In the remaining villages the system of fanning out the revenues has entirely ceased, and the revenue is collected directly by Government officers under the rayatvdri system. In the latter villages it very early came to notice that very large areas of land were claimed to bo held as alienated, either entirely rent free or paying only a quit-rent. An inquiry into these, in 1858-54, showed that the possession of much of this land was supported by no regular title-deeds; but Sindia's Government, before whom the results of the inquiry were laid, did not appear disposed to take any further steps in the matter. In 1865, after the district had become British, with a view to put a stop to further claims, which, in the absence of field registers, could be made without check, it was determined, under the